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Executive summary 2016 

The University of Wollongong, Graduate School of Medicine is seeking reaccreditation of 

its medical program. The School delivers a four-year graduate entry Bachelor of Medicine 

/ Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) program. The School will transition its MBBS to a Doctor of 

Medicine (MD) program commencing January 2017. The MD program was included in the 

scope of the 2016 assessment. All students who commenced the MBBS in 2014 or later 

have the option to transfer to the MD. 

Accreditation process 

According to the AMC’s Procedures for Assessment and Accreditation of Medical Schools by 

the Australian Medical Council 2015, accredited medical education providers may seek 

reaccreditation when their period of accreditation expires. Accreditation is based on the 

medical program demonstrating that it satisfies the accreditation standards for primary 

medical education. The provider prepares a submission for reaccreditation. An AMC team 

assesses the submission, and visits the provider and its clinical teaching sites.  

The accreditation of the Graduate School of Medicine’s medical program expires on 31 

March 2017.     

An AMC team completed the reaccreditation assessment. It reviewed the School’s 

submission and the Wollongong University Medical Students Society’s report, and visited 

the School and associated clinical teaching sites in the week of 8 – 12 August 2016.  

This report presents the AMC’s findings against the Standards for Assessment and 

Accreditation of Primary Medical Programs by the Australian Medical Council 2012.  

Decision on accreditation 

Under the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law, the AMC may grant accreditation 

if it is reasonably satisfied that a program of study, and the education provider that 

provides it, meet the approved accreditation standards. It may also grant accreditation if 

it is reasonably satisfied that the provider and the program of study substantially meet 

the approved accreditation standards and the imposition of conditions on the approval 

will ensure the program meets the standards within a reasonable time.  

Having made a decision, the AMC reports its accreditation decision to the Medical Board 

of Australia to enable the Board to make a decision on the approval of the program of 

study for registration purposes. 
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Reaccreditation of established education providers and programs of study 

The accreditation options are: 

i. Accreditation for a period of six years subject to satisfactory progress reports. In 

the year the accreditation ends, the education provider will submit a 

comprehensive report for extension of accreditation. Subject to a satisfactory 

report, the AMC may grant a further period of accreditation, up to a maximum of 

four years, before a new accreditation review. 

ii. Accreditation for six years subject to certain conditions being addressed within a 

specified period and to satisfactory progress reports. In the year the accreditation 

ends, the education provider will submit a comprehensive report for extension of 

accreditation. Subject to a satisfactory report, the AMC may grant a further period 

of accreditation, up to a maximum of four years, before a new accreditation review. 

iii. Accreditation for shorter periods of time. If significant deficiencies are identified or 

there is insufficient information to determine the program satisfies the 

accreditation standards, the AMC may award accreditation with conditions and for 

a period of less than six years.  

iv. Accreditation may be withdrawn where the education provider has not satisfied the 

AMC that the complete program is or can be implemented and delivered at a level 

consistent with the accreditation standards.  

The AMC is satisfied that the medical program of the University of Wollongong, 

Graduate School of Medicine meets the approved accreditation standards.  

The 19 December 2016 meeting of the AMC Directors agreed: 

i. That the four-year graduate entry Bachelor of Medicine / Bachelor of Surgery 

(MBBS) medical program of the University of Wollongong, Graduate School of 

Medicine be granted accreditation to 31 March 2023 (N.B. the MBBS will be 

phased out entirely by 2019); and  

ii. That the four-year graduate entry Doctor of Medicine (MD) medical program of the 

University of Wollongong, Graduate School of Medicine be granted accreditation 

to 31 March 2023. 

iii. That the accreditation of both programs is subject to satisfactory progress reports; 

and to the following conditions: 

2017 conditions 

 Demonstrate that the Faculty’s and School’s revised governance structures 

and functions are operating effectively (Standard 1.1).  

 Implement the proposed mechanism to consult relevant groups, including 

community members, on key issues relating to the purpose, curriculum, 

graduate outcomes and governance (Standard 1.1). 



University of Wollongong, Graduate School of Medicine 2016 Report   3 
 

 

 Provide evidence there are appropriate senior discipline leads to deliver the 

medical program, specifically in surgery, pathology, clinical epidemiology, 

and metabolic medicine (Standard 1.8).   

 Ensure that the purpose of the Graduate School of Medicine and the medical 

program addresses Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and their 

health (Standard 2.1.2).   
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Key findings  

Under the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law, the AMC can accredit a program 

of study if it is reasonably satisfied that: (a) the program of study, and the education 

provider that provides the program of study, meet the accreditation standard; or (b) the 

program of study, and the education provider that provides the program of study, 

substantially meet the accreditation standard and the imposition of conditions will 

ensure the program meets the standard within a reasonable time. 

The AMC uses the terminology of the National Law (meet/substantially meet) in making 

decisions about accreditation programs and providers. 

Conditions: Providers must satisfy conditions on accreditation in order to meet the 

relevant accreditation standard.   

Recommendations are quality improvement suggestions for the education provider to 

consider, and are not conditions on accreditation. The education provider must advise 

the AMC on its response to the suggestions. 

 

1. The context of the medical program MET 

Standards 1.1 and 1.8 are substantially met. 

2017 conditions 

Demonstrate that the Faculty’s and School’s revised governance structures and functions 

are operating effectively (Standard 1.1).  

Implement the proposed mechanism to consult relevant groups, including community 

members, on key issues relating to the purpose, curriculum, graduate outcomes and 

governance (Standard 1.1). 

Provide evidence there are appropriate senior discipline leads to deliver the medical 

program, specifically in surgery, pathology, clinical epidemiology, and metabolic 

medicine (Standard 1.8).  

Commendations 

The leadership and collegiality of the curriculum team in its management and review of 

the curriculum (Standard 1.3).  

The program’s effective partnerships and relationships with the local communities and 

health related sectors in the Illawarra Shoalhaven region and communities that 

effectively support the clinical hubs (Standard 1.6). 

Recommendations  
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Develop a risk management strategy to ensure the program has the ongoing financial 

resources and capacity to sustain the program, specifically related to potential losses of 

revenue and additional costs related to clinical placements (Standard 1.5).  

Investigate opportunities to enhance research and scholarship in the medical program 

generated through the University’s investment in health and biomedical research 

(Standard 1.7).  

Formalise a joint strategy with the Illawarra Shoalhaven Local Health District in order to 

secure the required clinical academics to deliver the medical program (Standard 1.8). 

Develop a more robust induction process and ongoing professional development 

program for honorary clinical academics and preceptors (Standards 1.9 and 8.4). 

 

2. The outcomes of the medical program MET 

Standard 2.1.2 is substantially met. 

2017 condition 

Ensure that the purpose of the Graduate School of Medicine and the medical program 

addresses Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and their health (Standard 2.1.2).  

Commendation 

The School’s promotion of its shared vision and achievement of its stated goal of 

producing medical practitioners for all geographic settings, particularly regional, rural 

and remote communities (Standard 2.1).  

3. The medical curriculum MET 

All standards are met.  

Commendations 

The program design which incorporates comprehensive vertical and horizontal 

integration of the curriculum (Standard 3.3).  

The articulation between all phases, and the design and delivery of Phases 3 and 4, which 

produce graduates who are ready to practise as interns (Standard 3.3).  

The School’s support of Indigenous health and the expanded Indigenous health 

curriculum, which includes the Phase 1 Indigenous Health Immersion Program (Standard 

3.5). 
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4. Teaching and learning MET 

All standards are met.  

Commendations 

The School’s continued development of teaching and learning innovations to address the 

learning needs of students, and support them as independent learners in dispersed 

settings (Standard 4.1). 

The increasing level of participation by students in clinical care through the program; the 

team specifically commends the inclusion of the parallel consulting sessions throughout 

Phase 3 (Standard 4.4). 

The program offers students several clinical and academic role modelling opportunities 

in conjunction with the relevant Personal and Professional Development content 

(Standard 4.5).  

5. The curriculum – assessment of student 

learning 

MET 

All standards are met.  

Commendations 

The program’s assessment approach which is consistent with international good practice 

(Standard 5.1).  

The program’s coherent and integrated approach to assessment demonstrates a program 

of assessment methods.  (Standard 5.2) 

Recommendations  

Continue to explore ways to identify and address unprofessional behaviour that occurs 

outside timetabled sessions (Standard 5.2). 

Reduce the tendency toward the identified leniency bias in workplace-based assessments 

(Standard 5.2).  

Explore ways to enhance student engagement in formative assessment opportunities 

(Standard 5.3). 

6. The curriculum – monitoring MET 

All standards are met.  

Commendations 
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The multiple methods of data collection (e.g., graduate survey, employer survey, 

stakeholder input, student opinion) used to monitor the curriculum (Standard 6.1). 

The high levels of satisfaction with the program from students, staff and health service 

employers (Standard 6.2). 

Recommendations  

Strengthen the monitoring and review of the quality of teaching and supervision with 

more robust and formalised forms of evaluation (Standard 6.1). 

Develop mechanisms to improve availability of evaluation results to stakeholders outside 

of key committees (Standard 6.3).    

7. Implementing the curriculum – students MET 

All standards are met. 

Commendations 

The systematic and comprehensive student support system provided across all program 

sites, including the dedicated role of Head of Students (Standard 7.3). 

The wide representation of students on committees with evidence the student voice is 

considered throughout the program (Standard 7.5). 

Recommendation  

Address student perceptions regarding the University leave policy concerning 

requirements to make up days/hours should they miss more than five percent of a 

rotation (Standard 7.3). 

8. Implementing the curriculum- learning 

environment 

MET 

All standards are met.  

Commendations 

The outstanding, purpose-built facilities at a range of School sites, including the School’s 

dispersed clinical hubs (Standard 8.1). 

The well-structured and comprehensive clinical experience in a range of health settings 

across the breadth of the medical program, that prepares students well for clinical 

practice (Standard 8.3). 
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The longitudinal integrated clerkship model in Phase 3 that immerses all students in a 

regional, rural or remote community practice and hospital, while ensuring comparable 

access to all required clinical experiences (Standard 8.3).  

The dedication and high level of support, both academically and socially, that is provided 

by preceptors and staff to students at the Phase 3 clinical hubs. The School is commended 

for building this strong clinical network (Standard 8.4).  

  


