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Executive Summary 2016 

The University of Notre Dame Australia School of Medicine, Fremantle is seeking 

reaccreditation of its medical programs.  The School offers two primary medical 

programs: a four-year graduate entry Bachelor of Medicine / Bachelor of Surgery (MBBS) 

and Bachelor of Medicine / Bachelor of Surgery (Hons) (MBBS (Hons)).  

The School of Medicine, Fremantle will transition its MBBS to a Doctor of Medicine (MD) 

program commencing January 2017. The MD program was included in the scope of the 

2016 assessment. 

Accreditation process 

According to the AMC’s Procedures for Assessment and Accreditation of Medical Schools by 

the Australian Medical Council 2015, accredited medical education providers may seek 

reaccreditation when their period of accreditation expires. Accreditation is based on the 

medical program demonstrating that it satisfies the accreditation standards for primary 

medical education. The provider prepares a submission for reaccreditation. An AMC team 

assesses the submission, and visits the provider and its clinical teaching sites.  

The School of Medicine, Fremantle is part of the University’s College of Medicine, which 

encompasses the School of Medicine, Fremantle and School of Medicine, Sydney.   

The accreditation of the School of Medicine, Fremantle expires on 31 December 2016.   

An AMC team completed the reaccreditation assessment. It reviewed the School’s 

submission and the Medical Students’ Association of Notre Dame Fremantle’s report, and 

visited the School and associated clinical teaching sites in the week of 18 – 22 April 2016.  

This report presents the AMC’s findings against the Standards for Assessment and 

Accreditation of Primary Medical Programs by the Australian Medical Council 2012.  

Decision on accreditation 

Under the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law, the AMC may grant accreditation 

if it is reasonably satisfied that a program of study, and the education provider that 

provides it, meet an approved accreditation standard. It may also grant accreditation if it 

is reasonably satisfied that the provider and the program of study substantially meet an 

approved accreditation standard and the imposition of conditions on the approval will 

ensure the program meets the standard within a reasonable time.  

Having made a decision, the AMC reports its accreditation decision to the Medical Board 

of Australia to enable the Board to make a decision on the approval of the program of 

study for registration purposes. 
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Reaccreditation of established education providers and programs of study 

The accreditation options are: 

i. Accreditation for a period of six years subject to satisfactory progress reports. In 

the year the accreditation ends, the education provider will submit a 

comprehensive report for extension of accreditation. Subject to a satisfactory 

report, the AMC may grant a further period of accreditation, up to a maximum of 

four years, before a new accreditation review. 

ii. Accreditation for six years subject to certain conditions being addressed within a 

specified period and to satisfactory progress reports. In the year the accreditation 

ends, the education provider will submit a comprehensive report for extension of 

accreditation. Subject to a satisfactory report, the AMC may grant a further period 

of accreditation, up to a maximum of four years, before a new accreditation review. 

iii. Accreditation for shorter periods of time. If significant deficiencies are identified or 

there is insufficient information to determine the program satisfies the 

accreditation standards, the AMC may award accreditation with conditions and for 

a period of less than six years. By the conclusion of this period the AMC will conduct 

a follow-up review. 

iv. Accreditation may be withdrawn where the education provider has not satisfied the 

AMC that the complete program is or can be implemented and delivered at a level 

consistent with the accreditation standards.  

The AMC is satisfied that the medical programs of the University of Notre Dame 

Australia, School of Medicine, Fremantle meet the approved accreditation 

standards.  

The 20 October 2016 meeting of the AMC Directors agreed: 

i. That the four-year graduate entry Bachelor of Medicine / Bachelor of Surgery 

(MBBS) medical program of the University of Notre Dame Australia, School of 

Medicine Fremantle be granted accreditation to 31 March 2018 (N.B. the MBBS 

will be phased out entirely by 2017); and  

ii. That the four-year graduate entry Doctor of Medicine (MD) medical program of the 

University of Notre Dame Australia, School of Medicine Fremantle be granted 

accreditation to 31 March 2023. 

iii. That accreditation of both programs is subject to meeting the monitoring 

requirements of the AMC, including satisfactory progress reports; and to the 

following conditions: 

2017 conditions: 

 Report on any additional resourcing required to meet program requirements for 

the implementation of the MD program (including but not limited to managing 

research projects and curriculum review) and the School’s plans to address these 

requirements (Standards 1.5 and 1.7). 
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 Confirm the medical program’s arrangements to ensure ongoing delivery of the 

components of basic and clinical sciences content currently contracted to Murdoch 

University (Standard 1.6). 

 Report on the introduction of the research project component within the MD 

program (Standard 3.2). 

 Confirm the final content of the bioethics component of the MD program (Standard 

3.2). 

 Report on the outcomes of the problem-based learning block reviews (Standard 

4.1). 

2018 condition: 

 Formalise the interprofessional learning curriculum across the program (Standard 

4.7). 
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Key findings of the AMC’s 2016 accreditation assessment of the 
University of Notre Dame Australia, School of Medicine, Fremantle 
medical program 

1. The context of the medical program Met 

2017 Conditions 

Report on any additional resourcing required to meet program requirements for the 

implementation of the MD program (including but not limited to managing the research 

projects and curriculum review) and the School’s plans to address these requirements 

(Standards 1.5, 1.7). 

Confirm the medical program’s arrangements to ensure ongoing delivery of the 

components of basic and clinical sciences content currently contracted to Murdoch 

University (Standard 1.6). 

Recommendation for improvement 

The Chair of the Evaluation Committee to be included on the Academic Governance 

Committee, changing the Evaluation Committee’s reporting line from the School 

Executive Committee to the Academic Governance Committee, and ensuring the 

Evaluation Committee assume the role as the overarching forum for the collation and 

dissemination of all evaluation data (Standards 1.1 and 6.1). 

Commendation  

The School’s engagement with clinicians in hospital and community settings (Standard 

1.6). 

2. The outcomes of the medical program Met 

Commendation  

The School’s mission is well known and well understood amongst the staff, students and 

key partners (Standard 2.1). 

The School’s efforts to address the specific needs of its community, in particular the 

School’s Rural Immersion program in the Kimberley, its successful collaboration with the 

University of Western Australia in the Rural Clinical Schools, the Broome immersion, and 

its well embedded and integrated Aboriginal Heath curriculum  (Standard 2.1). 

3. The medical curriculum Met 

2017 Conditions 

Report on the introduction of the research project component within the MD program 

(Standard 3.2). 

Confirm the final content of the bioethics component of the MD program (Standard 3.2). 
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Recommendation for improvement 

Consider a staged release of the program’s learning objectives as students progress 

through the program rather than providing them during Semester 1 (Standard 3.4). 

Commendations 

The program’s clinical supervisors have fostered a high degree of engagement with 

students (Standard 3.2). 

The clinical audits as implemented at a number of sites (Standard 3.2). 

The active fostering of professional behaviour through initiatives such as the clinical 

debriefing program (Standard 3.2). 

The student leadership and the School’s active engagement with the student society 

(Standard 3.2). 

The integration of Aboriginal health content into the program, and impressive resource 

allocation to the Aboriginal health team (Standard 3.5). 

4. Teaching and learning Met 

2017 Condition 

Report on the outcomes of the problem-based learning block reviews (Standard 4.1). 

2018 Condition  

Formalise the interprofessional learning curriculum across the program (4.7). 

Recommendation for improvement 

Record lectures and make them available electronically (Standard 4.1). 

Commendation  

The Prudentia™ online curriculum management tool, which allows students and teachers 

to collaborate in teaching and learning experiences, are aligned with program learning 

outcomes (Standard 4.1). 

5. The curriculum – assessment of student 

learning 

Met 

Recommendations for improvement 

Murdoch University staff contribute assessment items for their teaching areas but do not 

appear to receive feedback on student assessment performance. The School may wish to 

provide more guidance to Murdoch staff on the design and review of assessment items 

against program learning outcomes, standard setting, and ensure Murdoch staff receive 

feedback on student assessment performance, both overall and in specific units of study 

(Standard 5.2 and 5.3). 
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In addition to the formal counselling of students who have failed assessment items, 

consider ways in which the within-study-period mechanisms can be activated and 

monitored more formally (Standard 5.3). 

Commendations 

The School’s approach to the assessment of student learning employs best practice in 

modern medical assessment in many areas of its curriculum (Standards 5.1 and 5.2). 

6. The curriculum – monitoring Met 

Recommendation for improvement 

Establish a process to provide teaching performance feedback of staff teaching at 

Murdoch University (Standard 6.1). 

7. Implementing the curriculum – students Met 

Recommendation for improvement 

The School has an alternative entry pathway for Aboriginal students, and there is good 

support for Aboriginal students in the medical program.  The School should ensure that 

information on the alternative entry pathway and the support available for Aboriginal 

students are clearly communicated, for example, through the School’s website (Standard 

7.1 and 7.2).   

Commendation 

The School’s comprehensive range of student support, in particular, the preventative 

mental health education strategies (Standard 7.3).  

8. Implementing the curriculum – learning 

environment 

Met 

Commendation 

The School has successfully established and maintained clinical teaching sites within 

private hospitals, affording students excellent patient access (Standard 8.3). 

 

 

  


